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WHY EU TALKS?WHY EU TALKS?
The idea of bringing together students interested in topics
related to the European Union draws inspiration from the
Conference on the Future of Europe, an entirely European
democratic experiment launched in 2021 with the aim of
extending the public discussion on the Union's future prospects
to all citizens.

EU Talks aims to carry this debate forward by repeating, also
for 2026, the fruitful collaboration with the President of the
Florence City Council and the involvement of city councillors in
a discussion with students on issues concerning the European
Union and our future. Given the participation of students from
all over Europe, this year's exchange will be even more open
and stimulating, allowing for a truly European comparison of
viewpoints, opinions, and ideas.

HOW DOES EU TALKS WORK?HOW DOES EU TALKS WORK?
Participants are assigned, based on their expressed
preferences, to one of the 3 round tables. Each group,
coordinated by two researchers (one from the European
University Institute and one from the University of Florence) will
address a different theme related to the European Union's role
in the world. The groups will meet between late January and
mid-March, managing the meeting schedule based on the
participants' needs. At the end of the meetings, three brief
summary position papers will be drafted. These documents will
be presented during the final event, which will be held in April
in the Sala dei Duecento in Palazzo Vecchio in the presence of
the Florence City Council. Given the participation of students
from the ValEUs project network of universities, the working
language will be English.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF EU TALKS?WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF EU TALKS?
The objective of the three round tables is to reflect on the
European Union's role in the world, particularly in light of the
changes currently being experienced in politics and
international relations. The themes for the three groups were
identified based on the current public debate with the idea of
promoting a stimulating discussion among participants. They
are: • The Enlargement Process: Challenges and Perspectives
• Ongoing Conflicts and the Role of the EU and • The
Transformation of Transatlantic Relations.

WHO IS EU TALKS ADDRESSED TO?WHO IS EU TALKS ADDRESSED TO?
The project was primarily designed for students from the
Schools of Law, Political Science, and Economics at the
University of Florence, and students from the universities that
are part of the ValEUs network. However, it is open to all
other students interested in discussing these topics.
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN EU TALKS?HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN EU TALKS?
Applications will be managed by the Jean Monnet Centre of
Excellence at the University of Florence and must be
submitted by January, 6 2025, by completing the Google
Form available at this link. Please indicate your institutional
email address (@stud.unifi.it) as the contact address. For the
application to be considered, each candidate must briefly
explain their motivation for participating in the project (a
paragraph of 10 lines). The selection results will be
communicated by the beginning of January 2026. The
working language will be English.
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EU Talks is a project organized by EUROPE DIRECT Firenze
in collaboration with the President of the Florence City
Council, the European Documentation Centre and the Jean
Monnet Centre of Excellence at the University of Florence,
the European Documentation Centre at the European
University Institute, and Ponte Europa.

APPLY HERE
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEKcuaXfqTn4GeRUl-OpTS2IuLCNSQLEKDJO47uBp8rXzIrA/viewform
https://forms.gle/TV8hAbzwdew794AK8

